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Typically these texts may be drawn from
authors and texts such as those listed below.

English teaching at
Tannery Drift First School

Information about specific texts being used is
sent home regularly in weekly overview letters, half-termly curriculum maps, and termly

In English lessons, children are taught the

newsletters. Opportunities to see work your

skills of speaking, listening, reading and

child has been involved in are given at regular

writing through studying a variety of

Open Evenings and Parents’ Evenings.

styles of writing (genres), which include
both fiction and non-fiction.

Traditional tales – fables
The Very Best of Aesop’s Fables -

Lessons are planned so that children will

Margaret Clarke

firstly be taught to read and understand the

War and Peas - Michael Foreman

text, including lots of opportunities for drama

I’ll Take you to Mrs Col - Nigel Gray

and speaking, then practise the skills of the

The Dragon Machine - Helen Ward

style of writing (including grammar) and

The Great Kapok Tree - Lynne Cherry

finally apply their learning into their own
writing. Some work is edited and produced

Traditional tales – fairy tales

as “Fabulous Finished Work” to show the full

(alternative versions)

learning process.

The Stinky Cheese Man - Jon Scieszka
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs -

Care is taken to cover all the requirements of

Jon Scieszka

the Primary National Curriculum, with units of

The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Wolf -

planning written to cover different genres and

Eugene Trivizas

to maximise learning at a level appropriate to

Jim and the Beanstalk - Raymond Briggs

the child.

The Lost Happy Endings - Carol Ann Duffy
Ulf the Finger Eater - Dick King Smith

Year Three

The Truth About Hansel and Gretel -

The year 3 English curriculum includes the

Karina Law and Graham Philpot

following teaching units:

Eco Wolf and the Three Little Pigs -

– Traditional tales and Fables, Plays,

Laurence Anholt

Alternative Fairytales, Adventure Stories,
Recounts, Instructions, Explanations,

Adventure stories

Reports, Letters and Persuasive Writing

The Snow Dragon - Vivien French

and Poetry including limericks, haikus and

Flat Stanley - Jeff Brown

tankas.

The Green Ship - Quentin Blake

– A range of texts will be used that cover
these genres, which may vary from year
to year depending upon the topics being
undertaken and the children’s own
interests. Sometimes within a key-stage
teachers may work together on a genre
when it links with a topic, adapting the
outcomes of the unit to meet different
age-groups.

It was a Dark and Stormy Night Janet Ahlberg

Fantastic Mr Fox - Roald Dahl
The Haunting of Pip Parker - Anne Fine
The Thing in the Basement - Michaela Morgan
Any of these texts would be ideal to share
with your child at home. Many of the authors
have also produced other stories which would
be appropriate.
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Children will also read a wide range of
non-fiction texts (including posters, leaflets
and selected websites) at an age and
appropriate skill level to develop their
understanding of a wide range of texts.

– Describe characters, summarise plots
and predict what might happen next
– Explore themes and conventions in a
range of books e.g. good versus evil
– Consider the effect of the author’s

Curriculum Content
Speaking and Listening

choice of language
– Offer opinions about what they have
read and justify their views.

Children will be taught to discuss their
learning and to develop speaking skills. They

Please check the information sent home

will become familiar with and confident in

regularly in Class Overviews and on the

using language in a variety of situations, for a

school website to see current texts being

range of audiences and purposes. They will,

used in class. Details of current websites and

for example

useful links may also be sent home from

– Develop their understanding of a

time to time as relevant.

subject through discussions, learning

Further information regarding phonics and

to give their opinions and listen to

school reading schemes can be found on the

other view points

school website.

– Speak clearly and in different ways

Writing

for drama, formal presentations

Writing is developed through teaching the

and debate.

following:

Reading
This part of the curriculum is broken down
into ‘word reading’ and ‘comprehension’.
At this stage, word reading skills (including
phonics) will continue to be taught, but the
main focus will be helping children to
understand what they are reading
(comprehension). In comprehension children

Spelling:
Children should learn to spell new words
correctly and have opportunities to practise
spelling skills. They will begin to learn and use
the words included in Appendix 1 of the
National Curriculum for Years 3 and 4. They will
be taught spelling patterns and conventions,
building on the spellings taught in Year 2.

will be taught key skills to enable them to

Spelling words are sent home each week to

read, understand and enjoy a wide range of

support the objectives of the National

books. They will, for example:

Curriculum.

– Listen frequently to stories, poems,
non-fiction and other writing
– Ask and answer a range of questions
about a text
– Discuss ideas that are not obviously
described in a text e.g. ‘Explain why
the character behaved in this way.’
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Handwriting:
This will continue to be taught, building on the
joined writing started in Year 2 and with the

– Write sentences that include when, where
and why something happens
– Write for a range of purposes and

aim of increasing consistency and fluency

audiences as part of their work across the

throughout their independent writing.

curriculum. In year 3 this might include

Children will work towards using a fluent

making class books, information leaflets

joined script. Further information about the
teaching of handwriting can be found in our

and writing letters
– Check whether their work makes sense.

Handwriting Policy.
Grammar will be taught throughout the
Composition (structure):
This includes vocabulary, grammar and
punctuation. To develop their composition

writing process and teachers will follow the
terms and concepts of Appendix 2 of the
National Curriculum.

skills, the children will be taught to:
– Plan, draft, compose, edit and evaluate
their writing
– Use an increasing range of sentence
structures

Should you wish for a more detailed explanation, please follow this link to the
Primary National Curriculum document:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-primary-curriculum
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