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Sometimes within a key-stage teachers may
work together on a genre when it links with a

English teaching at
Tannery Drift First School
In English lessons, children are taught the

topic, adapting the outcomes of the unit to
meet different age-groups. Typically these
texts may be drawn from authors and texts
such as those listed below. Information about

skills of speaking, listening, reading and

specific texts being used is sent home

writing through studying a variety of

regularly in weekly overview letters,

styles of writing (genres), which include

half-termly curriculum maps, and termly

both fiction and non-fiction.

newsletters. Opportunities to see work your
child has been involved in are given at

Lessons are planned so that children will

regular Open Evenings and Parents’ Evenings.

firstly be taught to read and understand the
text, including lots of opportunities for drama

Typical texts and authors used:

and speaking, then practise the skills of the

Myths

style of writing (including grammar) and

The Orchard Book of Greek Myths -

finally apply their learning into their own

Geraldine McCaughrean

writing. Some work is edited and produced

Greek Myths - Marcia Williams

as “Fabulous Finished Work” to show the full

The Firework Maker’s Daughter - Phillip Pullman

learning process.

The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien

Care is taken to cover all the requirements of

Stories set in imaginary worlds

the Primary National Curriculum, with units of

The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien

planning written to cover different genres and

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe -

to maximise learning at a level appropriate to

C.S. Lewis

the child.

The Dream Master - Theresa Breslin
Aquila (science-fiction) - Andrew Norriss

Year Four
The Year 4 English curriculum requires
children to become familiar with a range of
text types and to show a range of skills. The
following genres will be covered during the
academic year, in addition to focussed topics
and curriculum enrichment days.

Set in other countries
Jane & Lewis Kurtz E.B. Mamo on the
mountain – (Ethopia)
The true story of Balto - Natalie Staniford (Arctic)
Anna Hibiscus – Atinuke (Nigeria)
The Big Book of Betsey Biggalow Malorie Blackman (West Indies)

Myths, Reports, Poetry (including riddles,
narratives, kennings, list forms), Persuasive
texts, Explanation writing, Discussion texts,
Plays, Stories focussing on Settings and
Themes.
A range of texts will be used that fit these
genres, which may vary from year to year
depending upon the topics being undertaken
and the children’s own interests.

Historical settings
Street Child - Berlie Doherty
Across the Roman Wall - Theresa Breslin
The Time Travelling Cat - Julia Jarman
Stories with a theme
Bill’s New Frock (gender stereotypes) Anne Fine

Cloud Busting (friendship/bullying) Malorie Blackman

Journey to Jo’burg (segregation) Beverley Naidoo
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Frog Belly Rat Bone (protecting the
environment) - Timothy Basil
Voices in the Park – Anthony Browne
(different points of view)

Dear Mrs LaRue; Letters from Obedience
School - Mark Teague (being misunderstood /
different points of view)

Children will develop the fluency and stamina
to read longer texts and the focus for the Year
4 learner is comprehension. Children will be
taught key skills to enable them to read,
understand and enjoy a wide range of books.
They will, for example:

– Summarise the main ideas of a text

Big Ben - Rachel Anderson (disability)
Fred – Posy Simmonds (bereavement)
Any of these texts would be ideal to share
with your child at home. Many of the authors
have also produced other stories which would
be appropriate.
Children will also read a wide range of

– Justify their opinion of particular
characters
– Discuss ideas that are not obviously
described in a text e.g. ‘Explain why
the character may have felt like this’
– Note how the author chooses language
to create a mood or atmosphere

non-fiction texts (including posters, leaflets
and selected websites) at an age and
appropriate skill level to develop their
understanding of a wide range of texts.

Curriculum Content
Speaking and Listening
Children will be taught to discuss their

– Identify the structures or features of
particular non-fiction texts.
Please check the information sent home
regularly in Class Overviews and on the
school website to see current texts being
used in class. Details of current websites and
useful links may also be sent home from time
to time as relevant.

learning and to develop speaking skills. They
will become more familiar with and confident
in using language in a variety of situations,
for a range of audiences and purposes.

Further information regarding phonics and
school reading schemes can be found on the
school website.

They will, for example:

Writing
– Develop their understanding of a
subject through discussions, learning
to give their opinions and listen to
other view points
– Speak clearly and in different ways
for drama, formal presentations
and debate.

Writing is developed through teaching the
following:
Spelling:
Children should learn to spell new words
correctly and have opportunities to practise
spelling skills. They will be taught spelling
patterns and conventions, building on the
spellings taught in Year 3.

Reading
This part of the curriculum is broken down
into ‘word reading’ and ‘comprehension’.
In word reading children will be taught to
read and understand the meaning of new
words using the skills they have learned
previously and building on learning in Year 3.
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They will continue to practise and use the
words included in Appendix 1 of the National
Curriculum for years 3 and 4. Spelling words
are sent home each week to support the
objectives of the National Curriculum.

– Plan, draft, compose, edit and evaluate
their writing
– Organise their writing into clear
paragraphs
– Use an increasing range of sentence
structures

Handwriting:

– Expand sentences by adding detail

This will continue to be taught, with the aim of

– Write for a range of purposes and

increasing children’s consistency and fluency

audiences as part of their work across the

throughout their independent writing.

curriculum. In year 4 this will may include

Children will be encouraged to use a fluent

producing reports about places they

joined script with even spacing. Further

have visited, letters, information for other

information about handwriting is given in our

children and stories for inclusion in

Handwriting Policy.

class books.

Composition (structure):

Grammar will be taught throughout the

This includes vocabulary, grammar and

writing process and teachers will follow the

punctuation. To develop their composition

terms and concepts of Appendix 2 of the

skills, the children will be taught to:

National Curriculum.

Should you wish for a more detailed explanation, please follow this link to the
Primary National Curriculum document:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-primary-curriculum
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