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I take it you already know
Of tough and bough and cough and dough
Others may stumble, but not you
On hiccough, thorough, slough and through.
Well done! And now you wish, perhaps
To learn of less familiar traps?
Beware of heard, a dreadful word
That looks like beard and sounds like bird.
And dead: it’s said like bed, not bead;
For goodness’ sake, don’t call it “deed”!
Watch out for meat and great and threat,
(they rhyme with suite and straight and debt)
A moth is not a moth in mother,
Nor both in bother, broth in brother.

And here is not a match for there
Nor dear and fear for bear and pear.
And then there’s dose and rose and lose
Just look them up – and goose and choose.
And cork and work and card and ward,
And font and front and word and sword.
And do and go, then thwart and cart –
Come come, I’ve hardly made a start.
A dreadful language? Why, man alive!
I’d mastered it when I was five!
And yet to write it, the more I try,
I’ll not learn how ‘til the day I die.
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Children who struggle with spelling usually
have no strategies up their sleeve when
they get stuck on a word.
Ask any weak spellers the question,
“what do you do when you cannot spell
a word?” and they will have, at best, one
strategy. But it is most likely that they guess.
To help them become better spellers they
need to acquire a range of different
approaches to help them.
Pie Corbett
English educational writer and poet

We hope that this presentation
will help you to:
–

Know the implications for spelling within
the 2014 curriculum

–

Understand how spelling is being taught in
school and what is considered to be good
practice

–

Have the opportunity to ask questions

–

Know how you can support spelling
at home

Spelling is a mental process.
To support children well we need to be aware
of the steps that make up this process.
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2014 Curriculum Expectations:
– Significant increase in expectations
across all year groups
– Greater focus on spelling rules and
conventions
– Greater focus on word roots and
origins
– Word lists are demanding
– Skills need to be embedded
For children to be deemed to be writing at
Age-Related Expectations, they have to be able
to spell a word list set by the government.

Problems with using weekly
spelling lists:
–

Children rarely commit spellings learnt for a
test to their long-term memory

–

Even when getting 10/10, many children
can fail to spell these words correctly in
their writing

–

Can lead to poor self-esteem in children
who practise but don’t do well in the test

–

Doesn’t help teachers gather information
about the spelling skills children need to
develop

What does research tell us?
–

Giving children strategies for correcting
spelling is far more important than telling
them how to spell a word

–

Spelling strategies and spelling patterns
are taught more effectively through
lessons than through tests

–

If children learn spellings for tests but don’t
use those words in their own writing, they
will forget them within days

–

We often assume that if children read
well they will be good spellers. This is
presupposing that they are understanding
and processing every word

What are we doing at Tannery Drift?
–

We have broken down the target words for
each age- group into half termly lists

–

These words then become a class focus for the
half term, and are ‘non-negotiable’ spellings

–

If children are constantly checking and copying
the correct spelling of these words they will
become spelt correctly as a habit

–

This starts in Reception, and is tailored to the
needs of the child – drawing in sand, using
magnetic letters etc

–

As the children go up through the school
the expectation is that the earlier words will
have become habitual, so they can focus on
the age-appropriate lists

Strategies to support spelling
at home:
–

Look, say, cover, write, check

–

Trace, copy, replicate

–

Segmentation

–

Quickwrite

–

Drawing around the word

–

Drawing pictures on the word

–

Ideas on children’s homework sheets (KS1 up)

Some helpful apps to support spelling:
–

Word juice (Apple, £0.99)

–

Anyword (Apple, £1.49)

–

Squeebles spelling (for individual spellings)
(Android, Apple, £2.99)

–

SpellFix (Android, free, Apple, £0.79 for Y3-6)

–

Phonics and letter formation apps
e.g. Phonics Farm (Apple, £2.99)

–

Lipogram (Apple, £0.99)

Please go
and play
with
spellings!

