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The pandemic has created substantial challenges for the entire school community and impacted every aspect of school life.  

Despite the pandemic, the governing body held all its meetings, with the full governing body and the three sub-committees meeting 
online. In addition to the normal range of duties, a small group of governors was drawn together to provide support to Anna Greetham 
and the senior leadership team in dealing with the school’s response to the pandemic.  

Governors have not been able to carry out the usual number of school visits. These provide valuable insight into how the school is 
functioning. We have had less information on which to judge academic progress because collection of some data was suspended as part 
of national Covid restrictions. Even so, we can see that pupils, parents/carers and staff have shown incredible resilience and risen to the 
challenges presented by the pandemic.  

Anna Greetham has provided clear, strong leadership for which governors thank her. Teachers and other school staff have learnt new 
skills and ways of working and made huge efforts to keep teaching to a high standard.  Our thanks goes out to them. The efforts made by 
staff would have foundered had parents/carers not supported home learning.  Your co-operation with the approach taken by the school 
to managing the safety of pupils and staff has been essential to its success.  

There will be some changes to the governing body for the next school year. We welcome three new governors. Maria Hall and Paul 
Charleston become parent governors. Mark Neesam has been co-opted to the vacancy created by Phil Oddy’s departure. Phil has been a 
governor for ten years and chair of governors for most of that time. The governing body would like to extend a huge thank you to Phil for 
everything he has done. The school and the approach to its governance have improved during Phil’s time as chair. Governance has been 
identified as a strength in both the last two Ofsted inspections. Phil will be very much missed.  

I am not going to tempt fate by trying to predict what the next school year holds for all of us. I am confident that parents/carers, staff and 
governors working together will ensure that pupils continue to get the best possible education that circumstances permit.  

Andrew Ford: Chair of Governors, July 2021 
 
 
 

Enjoyment –  Achievement  –  Respect 


