
Welcome 
to our 

Early Years





Our School Ethos

Enjoyment
At Tannery Drift we adapt 
activities to allow all children to 
show their strengths and 
encourage every child to feel 
capable, be independent and 
love learning.

Respect

Children and staff respect themselves and 
each other. We promote kindness, 

compassion and understanding towards 
every individual in our school which means 

children feel happy, safe and secure.

Achievement
We carefully assess the starting 

points and strengths of each child 
when they join us. We then ensure 
that they achieve well by regularly 
reviewing targets that provide just 

the right amount of challenge.
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Meet the Early Years Team…
We have qualified teachers in both our Nursery and Reception classes as well as highly 
skilled Early Years practitioners and teaching assistants.





A Play Based Curriculum
Playing, exploring, active learning, creating and thinking critically are all 
essential building blocks for igniting children’s enthusiasm for learning. They 
are also crucial to developing their ability to form relationships, take risks 
and be successful learners. 

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum which is based on 
seven Areas of Learning and we plan opportunities based on these that 
develop children’s key skills.





Our Nursery classroom and shared Reception classroom both reflect the 
needs and interests of the children. This enables us to engage them 
in their learning and support them to achieve their next steps. 

We are passionate about making learning experiences relevant and 
meaningful to each child, therefore we set up open-ended resources 
that provoke imagination, creativity and curiosity. 

- Small world

- Investigation

- Mark making 

- Role play

- Creative workshop

- Construction

- Books and puppets

Our Indoor Environments 





Our Outdoor Environment

Our Early Years garden provides an extensive range of 
challenging equipment and play opportunities. 

- Climbing frame

- Large sandpit

- Agility slope

- Den building

- Mark making

- Water play

- Mud kitchen

- Stage 

- Scooter and bike path  





In school, your child will have the opportunity to learn through:

- Stories, rhymes and songs
- Phonics
- Maths games and activities
- Outdoor learning 
- Dough disco for gross and fine motor development

There are many opportunities for children to participate in wider 
activities around the school including PE lessons, cookery, music 
and regular nature walks in our school wildlife area.

We also enjoy themed weeks involving all classes based around 
art, maths, science and PSHE.

Wider activities

“Pupils benefit from a range 
of extra expertise that leaders 
bring into the school. Artists, 
musicians, coaches, governors 
and staff from other schools 
help to enhance learning”

OFSTED February 2020





Partnership

At Tannery Drift we highly value the partnership between home and school. 
Our ‘open door’ policy is in place to build strong relationships with families 
and ensure we are approachable and engaged with home life. 

In our Early Years setting staff record children’s learning on Tapestry; an online learning 
journal. This allows parents to receive regular updates of their child’s experiences in school in 
the form of photos, videos and observation comments.  

Across the whole school we also offer open classroom visits, termly parents evenings and end 
of year reports and targets. 



All three and four year olds are currently eligible to receive local authority funding
for childcare.

In our Nursery, we offer morning, afternoon and full day sessions. 
Children are also able to stay at school for a hot, nutritious lunch in our dining hall.

For those children who require an extended day, we offer 
an Early Years Breakfast Club from 7:40am and an Early 
Years After School Club from 3:15pm until 6pm.

These take place in our school Enrichment room which has been set up to meet the needs of 
our youngest children in the school. 

Admissions

Wrap Around Care



We hope that our welcome information has encouraged you to consider our school for your child. 
We would warmly welcome you to our setting and the wider school community. 

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact us via phone or email and we will be 
happy to get in touch. 

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Tel: 01763 246549
Email: admissions@tannerydrift.herts.sch.uk

Please do visit our school website for our class pages and wider school information: 
www.tannerydrift.herts.sch.uk 

And Finally…


